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Title:  Asuka   

Choreographer:  Eduardo   Vilaro   

About   the   Work:  Asuka    is   a   celebra�on   of   the   music   of   Celia   Cruz   through   the   lens   of   the   
La�no   experience.   Cruz,   renowned   as   the   "Queen   of   Salsa,"   captured   the   
heart   of   La�nos   the   world   over   and   became   a   symbol   of   perseverance   
for   many.   Through   rich   imagery   and   humor,   Eduardo   Vilaro   explores   the   
struggles   of   departure   from   one’s   homeland   and   the   exuberance   of  
success   experienced   by   a   community.   

Title:  Con   Brazos   Abiertos   

Choreographer:  Michelle   Manzanales   

About   the   Work:  Con   Brazos   Abiertos    (2017)    is   a   fun   and   frank   look   at   life   caught   between   
two   cultures.   Michelle   Manzanales   u�lizes   iconic   Mexican   symbols   that   
she   was   reluctant   to   embrace   as   a   Mexican-American   child   growing   up   in   
Texas,   to   speak   to   the   immigrant   experience.   Intertwining   folkloric   
representa�ons   with   humor   and   music   that   ranges   from   Julio   Iglesias   to   
Rock   en   Español,   the   work   brings   life   to   a   La�no   dilemma.   

Title:  Mes�za   Consciousness   -   A   film   by   Kiri   Avelar   

Crea�ve   Director   &   
Filmmaker:  

Kiri   Avelar   

About   the   Work:  Mes�za   Consciousness    (2019)   is   an   interac�ve   screendance   that   explores   
the   intersec�on   of   the   body,   food,   cultura,   rhythm,   and   labor,   
considering   gestures,   symbols,   and   sounds   that   speak   to   the   in-between   
space,   and   is   inspired   by   the   work   of   Chicana   feminist   scholar,   Gloria   
Anzaldúa,   and   Mexican   American   dance   ar�sts   Franchesca   Marisol   
Cabrera   and   Michelle   Manzanales.   This   screendance   premiered   at   El   

https://www.ballethispanico.org/company/performances/repertory/Asuka-2011.html
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eduardo_Vilaro
https://www.ballethispanico.org/company/performances/repertory/Con-Brazos-Abiertos-2017.html
https://www.ballethispanico.org/school/information/leadership-faculty-and-staff/Michelle-Manzanales-Director-School-of-Dance.html
https://vimeo.com/329564941
https://www.kiriavelar.com/
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Barrio’s   Artspace   PS109   on   April   13,   2019   as   part   of    Descubrimiento:   
Voice,   Place,   Iden�ty .   

Title:  Mi   baile   en   casa   -   A   film   by   Kiri   Avelar   

Crea�ve   Director,   
Choreographer   &   

Filmmaker:  

Kiri   Avelar   

About   the   Work:  Mi   baile   en   casa    (2020)   depicts   the   central   place   of   home   in   our   dance   
experiences,   and   how   this   has   held   an   ever-growing,   more   familiar   space   
for   many   children   to   express   themselves   throughout   the   pandemic.   This   
screendance   was   filmed   remotely   throughout   the   early   phases   of   
COVID-19   and   is   reflec�ve   of   the   space   that   the   11-year-old   dance   
student,   Ruby   Cas�llo,   resided   in   during   this   �me.   Commissioned   by   
Ballet   Hispánico   for   Noche   Unidos,   a   virtual   fundraiser,   the   film   
premiered   on   June   30,   2020   and   is   dedicated   to   all   of   the    niñas   
poderosas .   

Title:  Otra   Vez,   Otra   Vez,   Otra   Vez   

Choreographer:  Stephanie   Mar�nez   

About   the   Work:  Otra   Vez,   Otra   Vez,   Otra   Vez    is   loosely   based   on   Picasso's   pain�ng   of   The   
Old   Guitarist.   Some   believe   this   pain�ng   is   autobiographical.   What   if   
Picasso   came   out   of   the   photo   himself?   What   would   he   reveal   to   us   that   
the   pain�ng   alone   cannot   share?   This   work   explores   the   various   
unknown   stories   happening   in   the   lives   around   us,   in   all   their   color   and   
complexity.  

Title:  Querida   Herida   

Choreographer:  Rosie   Herrera   

https://vimeo.com/452859801
https://www.kiriavelar.com/
http://www.stephaniemartinezchoreography.com/on-stage/amy-seiwerts-imagery-otra-vez-otra-vez-otra-vez
http://www.stephaniemartinezchoreography.com/
http://www.rosieherrera.dance/new-page-17
http://www.rosieherrera.dance/about
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About   the   Work:  A   dark   and   absurdist   roman�c   comedy,    Querida   Herida ,   which   translates   
to   Beloved   Wound,   is   a   2018   collabora�on   between   the   Limon   Dance   
Company   and   Rosie   Herrera.   Set   to   a   series   of   nostalgic   Spanish   ballads,   
this   women’s   trio   features   costumes   by   Project   Runway   finalist   and   
esteemed   dancer   and   costume   designer   Bradon   McDonald.   

  
“Several   zips   and   unzips   later,   the   protagonists   of    Querida   Herida    are   
ba�ling   ferociously,   stabbing   each   other   with   their   hands,   while   José   
Feliciano   croons   and   sobs,   singing   that   he   wants   “to   bleed,   drop   by   drop,   
the   poison   of   your   love…..“   -Robert   Johnson,   Dance   Entusiast.com   

Title:  Quienes   somos   

Crea�ve   Director   &   
Filmmaker:  

Kiri   Avelar   

About   the   Work:  Quienes   somos    (2019)   explores   the   bi-cultural   iden��es   of   6   
student-ar�sts   of   El   Paso   Community   College   residing   in   the   borderlands   
of   El   Paso,   TX   and   Ciudad   Juárez,   Chihuahua,   Mexico   as   they   enter   
adulthood.   Commissioned   by   El   Paso   Community   College,   this   
screendance   was   created   in   collabora�on   with   the   students,   and   
premiered   on   December   10,   2019   in   El   Paso,   TX   at   the   Transmountain   
Campus.     

Title:  Ruido   -   A   film   by   Kiri   Avelar   

Crea�ve   Director   &   
Filmmaker:  

Kiri   Avelar   

About   the   Work:  Ruido    (2019)   looks   at   the   body   as   voice,   and   the   concept   of   the   body   in   
ac�on   as   ruido.   Inspired   by   the   life   and   work   of   Boricua   Spanish   Dance   
Ar�st,   Sandra   Rivera,   and   the   mul�faceted   nature   of   Spanish   Dance,   the   
castanets   represent   the   connec�on   in   diaspora   to   our   colonial   heritage,   
a   way   of   recupera�ng   our   inherited   cultural   prac�ces,   crossing   the   space   

https://www.kiriavelar.com/
https://vimeo.com/328577213
https://www.kiriavelar.com/
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between   our   iden��es   in   America,   and   the   “other   side”   of   the   border.   
This   screendance   premiered   as   part   of   Descubrimiento:   Voice,   Place,   
Iden�ty   on   April   13,   2019   at   El   Barrio’s   Artspace   PS109   in   East   Harlem,   
NYC.   

Title:  Valen�na   

Choreographers:  Andrea   Guajardo ,    Mar�n   Rodriguez   

About   the   Work:  Ballet   Nepantla   presents    Valen�na :   a   collec�on   of   stories   that   speak   to   
the   strength   and   resilience   of   women   during   Revolu�onary   Mexico.    By   
fusing   contemporary   ballet   with   tradi�onal   Mexican   folklorico,   
Valen�na    tells   stories   of   wealth   and   power,   hope   and   despair,   struggle   
and   loss,   and   triumph.   

Title:  Vientos   Internos   

Choreographer:  Joel   Valen�n-Mar�nez   

About   the   Work:  This   work   celebrates   the   choreographer’s   Mexican-Spanish   family   
heritage,   and   at   the   same   �me   pays   homage   to   all   the   women   close   to   
him.   The   composi�ons   are   about   finding   yourself   in   situa�ons   that   are   
some�mes   beyond   one’s   control,   it   is   about   how   at   �mes   one   feels   
defeated,   but   occasionally   finding   strength   through   the   examples   of   
others.   Finding   strength   through   memories   gracefully   passed   down   
from   one   genera�on   to   the   other.   

Title:  Welcome   to   Barrio   Ataxia   

Choreographer:  Omar   Román   de   Jesús   

About   the   Work:  From   inside   the   constant   change   and   mood   swings   of   a   teeming   
disordered   mind,   we   zoom   outside   to   take   a   look   at   a   human   problem   

https://www.balletnepantla.com/valentina
https://www.balletnepantla.com/andrea
https://www.balletnepantla.com/martin
https://www.joelvalentinmartinez.com/choreography/vientos-internos/
http://valentinprojects.org/DDF69303-8109-4A9F-A81B-FA1B0B35AEB2/HOME.html
https://vimeo.com/user50338880
https://www.bocatuya.com/
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and   our   need   for   understanding   by   society   and   the   help   of   friends.   
Commissioned   by   Whim   W'Him   Contemporary   Dance   as   part   of   their   
Choreographic   Shindig   program.       


